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‘< FEATURED SOCIAL MEDIA 


On a post about the East Area Rapist’s con- 
nection to Sacramento State, Facebook user 
Max Xiong commented “Goes to show, how 
great (Sac State’s) criminal justice program is.” 
Let us know what you think at Facebook.com/ 
State Hornet. 





On April 27, dirt construction set off an 
alarm in Parking Structure V. Our staffer Will 
Coburn tweeted a video of the alarm, and 
reported that it could be heard from the Main 
Quad. Follow @TheStateHornet for more live 
updates of news and events on campus. 





Looking for ways to cook cheap meals at home 
or in the Residence Halls? The State Hornet 
posted two simple recipes that each take less 
than one hour to prepare. Watch our demos for 
deep-dish pizza and a chicken and vegetable 
plate — and more videos — at Youtube.com/User/State- 
Hornet. 





X STAFF 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Barbara Harvey 
editor@statehornet.com 


MANAGING EDITOR 
Claire Morgan 
editor@statehornet.com 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Angel Guerrero 
sports@statehornet.com 


CULTURE EDITOR 
Caleb Danielson 
culture@statehornet.com 


FACULTY ADVISER 
Stu VanAirsdale 
stvcsus@gmail.com 


ADVERTISING 
INQUIRIES 


ads@statehornet.com 


DIGITAL EDITOR OPINION EDITOR 
Will Moon Kameron Schmid 
digital@statehornet.com opinion@statehornet.com 
NEWS EDITOR VISUAL EDITOR 


Thomas Frey 


Emily Rabasto 
news@statehornet.com 


photo@statehornet.com 





SAC STATE SAYS 
PAGE 8 


% NEWS IN BRIEF 


KINESIOLOGY AND HEALTH 
SCIENCE: Sacramento State’s Office of 
the Provost announced in an email Mon- 
day that the Department of Kinesiology 
and Health Science would be divided into 
two. There will now be two departments 
in the College of Health and Human Ser- 
vices: the Department of Kinesiology and 
the Department of Health Science. The 
Department of Health Science will be 
working to develop new department pol- 
icles in addition to electing a new depart- 
ment chair and committees. According to 
the announcement, no new resources will 
be needed to support the new programs 
in both departments. Implementation of 
the new names is expected to begin in fall 
2018 with completion of the change by 
fall 2019. 


To stay up to date with news, 
go to statehornet.com/news 


X CORRECTIONS 


In Volume 72, Issue 27 of The State Hornet, there are no 
corrections listed. 
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Kyle Shallcross, left, prepares to make a statement for the Hornet Republicans at The Great Debate on April 17, 2018 in the Terrace Suite at The WELL. 


THE FIGHT BETWEEN SAC STATE'S RIGHT 





REPUBLICAN CLUBS BATTLE FOR CAMPUS REPRESENTATION AFTER SCHISM 


Claire Morgan 
@jemapelleclaire 





For years, Sacramento State’s 
Great Debate has served as a 
chance for the College Republi- 
cans and College Democrats to 
discuss both campus and nation- 
wide issues. 

But this year, the views of 
the right were represented by 
a new group: the Hornet Re- 
publicans Club — the result of 
a long and acrimonious split 
from the long-standing College 
Republicans. 

“There were internal politics 


at bay and we just had two dif- 
ferent directions by which we de- 
cided to go about,” said Hornet 
Republicans Club president Kyle 
Shallcross. 

According to College Repubh- 
cans President Floyd Johnson II, 
those “internal politics” includ- 
ed claims of embezzlement and 
general misuse of power against 
former president Mason Daniels. 

Johnson said that members of 
the club started to question the 
way Daniels used his presidential 
power at the California Republi- 
can Party convention in February 
2017. 

. “Mason and (College Repub- 


licans ‘Treasurer) Gianfranco 
Ruffino had a disagreement,” 
Johnson said. “As a result, Mason 
basically kicked Gianfranco off 
the Facebook pages, took away 
his (administrative) — privileges, 
that sort of thing, so he couldn’t 
make changes or make posts as 
he’d like to. And that started the 
whole thing where we started to 
look at things and question why 
they were going that way.” 
Daniels vacated the position of 
College Republicans president in 
summer 2017, according to John- 
son. Tom Carroll, the director of 
Student Organizations and Lead- 
ership, would. not. comment, on 


whether Daniels left of his own 
volition or was removed. 

The schism widened during 
the 2017 California College Re- 
publicans board election. Mem- 
bers had been voted into positions 
through a straight slate process, 
but in 2017 voters could choose 
between people from different 
slates. 

In 2017, the slates were divid- 
ed between Rebuild, the more 
conservative group, and Thrive, 
the less conservative group. 
Then-president Mason Daniels 
ran for the Capital Region’s Vice 
Chair on the Thrive slate, while 
Johnson ran for the Capital Re- 


gion’s Vice Chair on the Rebuild 
slate. 

“Thrive has a different ap- 
proach to Republicanism in Cal- 
ifornia — they’re a lot more mod- 
erate, I'd say they’re center-right 
on most of their issues — and 
they’re for electing Republicans 
in office,” Johnson said. “Rebuild, 
on the other hand, had more of 
an activism approach. I mean, 
they still believed in the stan- 
dard approach, but they’re more 
for bringing the issues to college 
campuses by inviting speakers 
like Milo Yiannopoulos and Ben 
Shapiro.” 

‘The, split went right down. the 
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middle of the Sac State College 
Republicans. Daniels ultimate- 
ly won the Capital Region Vice 
Chair position — though other 
members claimed he was ineli- 
gible for the position as he was 
not a member in good standing 
due to not attending club meet- 
ings, according to a complaint 
filed with the California College 
Republicans. 

With Rebuild-supporter Rufh- 
no serving as the president of the 
Sac State College Republicans, 
Shallcross and his allies, who sup- 
ported the Thrive slate and were 
sympathetic to Daniels, formed 
the Hornet Republicans Club at 
the start of this academic year. 

In addition to alleging he 
was ineligible for office, the for- 
mal complaint against Daniels 
claimed that he created “a divi- 
sion of the status quo” by being 
involved in the creation the Hor- 
net Republicans Club, and did 
not return College Republicans 
club property and the social me- 
dia channel. 

Johnson said that when Dan- 
iels left the College Republicans, 
he still had control of the group’s 
Facebook page and email and re- 
fused to give the remaining mem- 
bers the password to access them. 

After the Hornet Republicans 
Club was founded, Johnson said 
that Daniels changed the title of 
the College Republicans Club 
Facebook page to “Hornet Re- 
publicans Club” and. removed all 
members who weren't in support 
of him from the page. 

The 


that Daniels inappropriately took 


complaint also alleges 


money from the club — a claim 
that Daniels adamantly denies. 

“A lie gets halfway around the 
world before the truth even gets 
its shoes on,” Daniels said. “I 
spent thousands of my own dol- 
lars on that club and was never 
reimbursed. I even proved it with 
bank statements. In fact, the Uni- 
versity even said that the club 
owed me money but I refused to 
pursue it because I was tired of 
dealing with children.” 

Daniels said that the accusa- 
tions of embezzlement have been 
used as a “talking point” against 
him. 

“Tt’s sadthat after all these 


years they are still blaming others 
all because they don’t know what 
theyre doing and are upset that 
the (Hornet Republicans) have 
had more opportunities than 
them,” Daniels said. 

Daniels also said he was not in- 
volved in the creation of the Hor- 
net Republicans Club, other than 
that he supports the group. 

The annual Great Debate was 
hosted last fall by the Social Sci- 
ences and Interdisciplinary Stud- 
ies Joint Council. ASI Director 
of Social Sciences and Interdis- 
ciplinary Studies Jay Passi helped 
plan the event. 

Passi said that he reached out 
to 50 clubs to participate in The 
Great Debate in order to gather 
interest. Four clubs responded, in- 
cluding the Hornet Republicans. 

Passi said that he tried to reach 
out to the College Republicans — 
though he did not realize they did 
not have access to the email ad- 
dress to which he sent the email. 

So the Hornet Republicans 
represented the Republican side 
in The Great Debate. Johnson ex- 
pressed his displeasure and Passi 
said he made an effort to reach 
out to him personally so that the 
College Republicans could be in- 
cluded in a second Great Debate. 

“I decided to email (the Col- 
lege Republicans) an invitation 
to the next planning meeting, but 
by that meeting the joint council 
had already booked the room, 
they booked the set-up and every- 
thing,” Passi said. 

Passi said that he proposed 
compromises to the Social Sci- 
ences and Interdisciplinary Stud- 
ies Joint Council, such as having 
a three-way debate, or pairing 
members of the College Republhi- 
cans with members of the Hornet 
Republicans. 

The former would not have 
worked, Passi said, due to the time 
constraints, and the latter would 
not have worked due to differ- 
ences in politics between the two 
clubs. 

“T went to Jay’s office hours, 
and he explained that as it was at 
that time, they didn’t want you to 
participate because from what I 
understand you guys differ in pol- 
icy, and I said ‘OK, yeah, that’s 


true, and I understand why you 
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Floyd Johnson Il, president of the Sacramento State College Republicans, left, discusses free speech on 
college campuses at an event on April 10, 2018. 





“It's sad that after all these years they are still blaming others all 
because they don’t know what they're doing and are upset that the 
(Hornet Republicans) have had more opportunities than them.” 


- Mason Daniels 


Former president of the College Republicans 





wouldn’t want to split the teams 
in two,’ ” Johnson said. “Then he 
told me that the way the format 
was already decided we wouldn't 
be able to fit three teams.” 

Shallcross is currently serving 
as the Director on the Union/ 
WELL Board of Directors. Ac- 
cording to Passi, he was present 
at the Social Sciences and Inter- 
disciplinary Studies Joint Coun- 
cil meetings as the president of 
the Hornet Republicans, and 
not in his capacity as a student 
representative. 

“From what I know, they only 
hold ‘The Great Debate once a 
year,” Johnson said. “This time, 
they wanted to hold it twice, and 
this was from Kyle’s perspective. 
So because he wanted to set up 
everything, he went through ASI 
and he wanted to plan everything, 


so (the Hornet Republicans Club) 
were basically given the option.” 

Though Shallcross has a rela- 
tionship with ASI, he, Passi and 
ASI President Mia Kagianas said 
that they do not think that his re- 
lationship helped him secure his 
club a spot at the second Great 
Debate. 

“Kyle has been engaged with 
ASI since the 2017 ASI Elections 
and is serving as a Director on 
the Union/WELL Board of Di- 
rectors, and has worked with the 
board and I this year,” Kagianas 
said in an email to The State 
Hornet. “My understanding is 
that both clubs were encouraged 
to participate with no inherent 
advantages or disadvantages, and 
none were forced to participate 
— it was a voluntary opportunity 
to be engaged and to give organi- 


zations the chance to share their 
values and perspectives.” 

When Passi was asked whether 
or not the College Republicans 
would have had a better chance 
of being represented at The 
Great Debate had they been pres- 
ent at more planning meetings, he 
said, “possibly.” 

Johnson warned that there 
would be “issues” if the Hornet 
Republicans Club were to con- 
tinue to be allowed to participate 
in campus activities traditionally 
given to the College Republicans. 

“At this point, I thought, for- 
get it. (The Hornet Republicans) 
don’t have any club meetings 
anymore, they’re gone by next se- 
mester most likely,” Johnson said. 
“If we don’t get things by next 
semester, to start, there’s going to 
be issues.” ” oe ae 
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After a hazardous chemical spill, the fourth and fifth floor chemical storage rooms in Sequoia Hall were part of the subject of a state health and safety audit of four California State 
University campuses. The recently released audit found that the campuses have not complied with health and safety policies, training and proper laboratory inspection. 





AUDIT FINDS CAMPUS SAFETY LACKING 





STATE FINDS THAT SAC STATE HAS NOT UPDATED ITS CHEMICAL POLICY FOR 15 YEARS 


Claire Morgan 
Qjemapelleclaire 





An audit by the California 
State Auditor’s office has found 
that the California State Universi- 
ty system has not provided accept- 
able safety measures for students 
and employees working with un- 
safe chemicals. 

Both the CSU Chancellor’s 
Office and selected campuses — 
Sacramento State, San Diego 
State, Sonoma State and CSU 
Channel Islands — were audited 


after four state legislators made a 
request in June 2017, citing what 
they called a “disturbing trend” 
of threats to student and employ- 
ee health. 

The request to audit Sac State 
was made following two 2016 
events: a hazardous chemical spill 
as well as the discovery of excess 
lead in drinking water. 

The spill and improper chem- 
ical storage practices may have 
caused some employees to be- 
come infertile, according to sev- 
eral current and former employ- 


ees!* Affected employees: filed'a> 


lawsuit against the University in 
September. 

The audit found that the four 
campuses _ that reviewed 
“did not consistently comply with 
requirements related to the over- 
sight of health and safety policies, 
training, and the inspection of 
laboratory safety equipment.” 


were 


Sac State criticized for 
inadequate safety 


The audit found that Sac State 
does not have a chemical com- 


mittee that’ oversees’'the ‘handling; 


of chemicals on campus, and the 
committee that is supposed to 
oversee those issues does not meet 
frequently enough or talk about 
chemical handling enough. 

“In 2006, Sacramento com- 
bined its chemical committee 
with its Campus Safety Advisory 
Committee to form a campuswide 
safety and environmental health 
audit states. 
“However, the new committee 
does not meet regularly and the 
meeting minutes do not reflect 
meaningful and regular discus- 


committee,” the 


sions on'chemical'‘hygiene.? °/')7> 


Risk 
Management Services Gary 
Rosenblum said that the chem- 
istry department has been hold- 


Senior Director of 


ing chemistry safety meetings 
throughout the audit process, and 
reports to the campus-wide execu- 
tive safety committee. 

Rosenblum said that the De- 
partment of Natural Sciences and 
Math has incorporated new sys- 
tems for a new safety committee 
for the entire department, in addi- 
tion to the chemistry department 
safety committee. He said that 
there will ‘be 'more safety commit:! 


7b 
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tees on campus as well. 

“The executive safety com- 
mittee is for campus-wide issues,” 
Rosenblum said. “So we rely on 
the chemistry department and 
(the natural sciences and math 
department) to manage their own 
safety issues. If there are things 
that they uncover that are useful 
for the campus in terms of safety 
learning or information regarding 
anything that happens over there 
or programs they develop, they 
can run that through the execu- 
tive safety committee — that’s the 
new format.” 

Sac State has also not updated 
its chemical handling plan in 15 
years — a task which would have 
been performed by the chemical 
committee. The chemical plan 
has also not been audited, which 
is required to be performed yearly 
as mandated by law. 

‘The chemical plan mandates 
that its departments must com- 
plete self-audits every semester, 
but the biology department failed 
to do this. Sac State’s chemical 
plan does not indicate what cam- 
pus group is responsible for its 
oversight. 

“Sacramento's 
tor of risk management services 
stated that despite the missing 
information, he believes that the 
(environmental health and safe- 
ty) office has this responsibility,” 


the audit states. “However, unless 


senior direc- 


Sacramento clearly identifies the 
entity responsible for implement- 
ing and overseeing the chemical 
plan, it risks that its plan may not 
adequately safeguard the health 
and safety of employees and 
students.” 

The audit recommends that 
Sac State revises its chemical plan 
by January 2019. 

The audit found that Sac State 
did adequately train all audited 
employees in laboratory safety, 
but did not adequately train three 
of five audited employees in haz- 
ardous waste management. It also 
found that Sac State did not train 
its employees about bloodborne 
pathogens. 

Sac State also did not pro- 
vide the required documents that 
showed that students were made 
aware of laboratory safety infor- 
mation when taking.a course that 


required them to handle danger- 
ous chemicals in four of six classes 
surveyed. 

Sac State does not flush its eye- 
wash stations and showers at least 
once a month, which is mandat- 
ed by state regulation. The audit 
found that these safety measures 
are not accessible enough to be 
effective. 

“When we visited a Sacramen- 
to art sculpture lab in which stu- 
dents could use potentially dan- 
gerous materials, we found that if 
someone required an eyewash, he 
or she would need to go down a 
flight of stairs and through a bath- 
room in order to access that equip- 
ment,” the audit states. “Further, 
if the bathroom door was locked, 
the person would need to go out- 
side of the building, traverse two 
additional flights of stairs, and use 
another entrance in order to ac- 
cess an eyewash.” 

The audit found that Sac State 
did not consistently post warning 
signs at the entrances of rooms 
about the possibility of the pres- 
ence of asbestos. 

The audit also found that Sac 
State appropriately responded to 
the discovery of lead in the drink- 
ing water, citing the shutdown of 
one fountain that had particularly 
high lead levels and the ASI Chil- 
dren’s Center fountains. 

Rosenblum said that his de- 
partment gave the auditors the 
same safety training they would 
give a new employee to show 
them how employees are trained 
at Sac State. 

“They are not professional 
safety experts; they are auditor 
experts,” Rosenblum said. “A lot 
of the findings were their editori- 
al opinion on what the meaning 
of their findings was. I thought it 
was fair, but they create the idea 
that there is — in some instances 
— a lack of safety because a doc- 
ument is not present, or because 
we didn’t have a certain item that 
was checked on schedule because 
it was a little bit late.” 


Chancellor’s Office doesn’t 
hold campuses accountable 


The audit found that the CSU 
Chancellor’s Office has not been 
active enough ,,in..ensuring. that 
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A September photo shows discoloration of ceiling pannels in the Sequoia Hall fourth floor chemical storage 
room. Rooms and features in the building were recently subjected to a health and safety audit. 





“The CSU is currently holding at least $2 billion dollars in 
outside accounts which could have been used to 
protect the health and safety of employees and students.” 


- Neil Jacklin 
CSU Employees Union President 





campuses have “policies and pro- 
cesses” in place protecting those 
that work with hazardous materi- 
als. It also found that the Chan- 
cellor’s Office has not made sure 
schools are submitting annual re- 
ports that are required regarding 
health and safety programs. 

Many of these issues have been 
happening for nearly 20 years. 
The audit found that this is the 
fault of the Chancellor’s Office 
because it hasn’t taken the steps 
the auditors felt were necessary in 
holding campuses accountable. 

The audit committee included 
CSU President ‘Timothy White’s 
response to the findings of the au- 
dit in the final report. 

In the letter, White said that 
he is planning on taking steps to 
improve health and safety at the 
CSU, including mandating safety 
audits at all campuses starting in 
2019. 

White also objected to several 


portions of the audit committee's, 


findings, including the finding that 
safety committees are required to 
meet regularly. 

“Specifically, we do not agree 
that the safety committees are 
required as part of the CSU Col- 
lective Bargaining Agreement 
with the State Employees ‘Trades 
Council,” White said in the let- 
ter. “The agreement allows for 
the establishment of these safety 
committees, but does not require 
them to meet regularly. Instead, 
the agreement states that the 
safety committees shall meet on 
a monthly basis or by mutual 
agreement.” 

CSU Employees Union Presi- 
dent Neil Jacklin said that the is- 
sues with CSU-wide health and 
safety are not due to a lack of 
funding. 

“The CSU is currently holding 
at least $2 billion dollars in out- 
side accounts which could have 
been used to protect the health 


and safety. of, employees,and stu-, 


dents,” Jacklin said in a press re- 
lease. “The state needs to hold the 
CSU accountable for its disregard 
of the health and safety of em- 
ployees and students, and to enact 
statutes that provide meaningful 
state oversight and accountabil- 
ity of the CSU’s operations and 
budget.” 

According to CSU Public Af- 
fairs Manager Liz Chapin, the re- 
serves are meant for “unexpected” 
costs — not system-wide issues. 

“CSU’s reserves are savings 
accounts and are meant for unex- 
pected cost increases, loss of rev- 
enues, future planning and long- 
term goals,” Chapin said in an 
email to The State Hornet. “They 
are meant for one-time expenses 
only—such as emergencies, natu- 
ral disasters, one-time education- 
al or capital projects, academic 
program start-up costs, and other 
one-time expenditures.” 
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After the release of a health and safety audit by the California 





State Auditor's office found four California State University cam- 
puses — including Sacramento State — failed to provide accept- 
able safety measures for students and employees, we asked stu- 
dents how they feel about campus health and safety. Tell us what 
you think by using the hashtag #SacStateSays on social media. 





“The only concern | 
have would be the 
parking structures. In 
general there's people 
speeding. People have 
almost run me over, 
people almost hit me, 
| almost hit people. 
People just go too fast 
and don’t pay attention.” 


“| believe that Sac State 
is a pretty safe campus. 
| like it here, | feel pretty 
safe when | come here, 
there’s not really anything 
major that pappens: | 
ly 


say it’s generally safe.” 


- Rani Zahdeh 


Communications 


- Natalie Perez 
Psychology 
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(¢€ DO YOU HAVE HEALTH OR SAFETY 
CONCERNS ABOUT SAC STATE? »? 


Corrina Gutierrez 


and Kelly Kiernan 
@T heStateHornet 
@Kkiernan98 


#SacStateSays 








“Recently in the news 
“In the parking structures —_ there’s been staff com- 
I'd like to see more blue laining about Sequoia 
light emergency posts. Hall, the labs exposing 
It seems like they are them to chemicals that 
only on one level of the are toxic and they’re 
parking structures, at claiming that it’s mak- 
least the older parking ing them infertile and 
structures. It'd be nice having miscarriages. 
if they were visible from Personally that’s a bit 
wherever you are in the scary because | have a 
parking structure like class in that building.” 
they are on campus.” 


- Sarah Jones 


Communications 





“If you have a night 
class, maybe have more 
lit-up areas around 
the structures and 
throughout campus.” 


- Ava Payton 


Communications 


- Anthonya Sanchez 
Kinesiology 
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Republic of Ghana president Nana Akufo-Addo poses with the African Peace Leadership Award in the University Union Ballroom on Saturday, April 28, 2018. 


CAMPUS AWARDS GHANA PRESIDENT 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 


Nana Akufo-Addo, the pres- 
ident of Ghana, received the Af- 
rican Peace Leadership Award at 
the 27th annual Africa Awards 
dinner on April 28 at Sacramento 
State. 

The award is annually given 
to someone who promotes model 
Africa-centered leadership under 
the rule of law and has demon- 
strable contributions to peace and 
justice, according to the Center for 
African Peace and Conflict Reso- 
lution, and was given in spite of 
Akufo-Addo’s record on human 
rights issues, particularly LGBTQ 


rights. 


Ghana has been criticized for 
its treatment of LGBTQ people, 
prisoners and people with dis- 
abilities and mental health issues 
by places such as Amnesty Inter- 
national and the Human Rights 
Organization. 

Akuto-Addo does not support 
the legalization of homosexulaity, 
and it is punishable by up to three 
years in prison in Ghana. None- 
theless, he was given the award in 
the University Union on Saturday 
night. 

“It’s an opportunity to recog- 
nize unsung heroes especially in 
Africa,” said Ernest Uwazie, the 
director of the Center for African 
Peace and Conflict Resolution. 

The center chose to give the 
Akufo-Addo 


award to because 


of his values, his commitment to 
peace work and because he can 
identify with a new initiative at Sac 
State, the African Peace Fellows 
Initiative, according to Uwazie. 

“That is one of the reasons we 
invited him — to have him as a 
partner,” Uwazie said. 

‘The African Peace Fellows is an 
organization dedicated to main- 
taining continued peace and cre- 
ating new methods of obtaining 
such, including education, public 
policies and various governance 
styles. 

‘he organization also works to 
build the strength and intelligence 
of the future African leaders as 
well as future conflict resolution 
personnel to ensure social justice, 
good governance and diversity, ac- 


cording its website. 

Uwazie, who is the director of 
the initiative, was seeking the en- 
dorsement of Akufo-Addo for the 
program. He said that getting the 
endorsement will help the pro- 
gram move in the right direction. 

Akufo-Addo was the Guest of 
Honor and the keynote speaker 
He gave examples of how by get- 
ting politics right, the country has 
had less violence and has become 
more relaxed. 

“Peace is one of the most crit- 
ical ingredients that is needed in 
all our efforts to make Africa suc- 
cessful,” Akufo-Addo said. “It is a 
crying shame that many countries 
have more violence and instability 
after independence, then during 
the struggles of wars that brought 


their independence. We have not 
got our politics right.” 

He said that the median age 
in Africa is 19.5 and that it is im- 
portant to educate them so that 
they can “transform and empower 
young people.” 

Since taking office Jan. 7, 2017, 
Akufo-Addo said that he has made 
going to high school more easily 
accessible and that 90,000 more 
people had the chance to go to 
school since he has been president. 

Akufo-Addo was one of five 
people to receive a peace award 
to wrap up the Africa & Diaspora 
Conference that began on Thurs- 
day, April 26. 

Additional reporting by Jor- 
dyn Dollarhide 
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Childhood teammates wrap up careers together 


3 seniors leave different legacies with softball program 
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Alex Daniels 
@DanielsAlex_ 





Back when they were all 8 
years old, Sacramento State third 
baseman Marissa Maligad, sec- 
ond baseman Zamari Hinton and 
pitcher Celina Matthias played 
travel softball together for the 
Lady Magic. 

Now, nearly a decade later, the 
senior trio will wrap up their col- 
legiate careers together as the sea- 
son at Sac State comes to an end. 

“There are other people we 
have played with and they’re kind 
of graduating with strangers,” 
Hinton said. “I am graduating 
with two of my best friends. We 
have been through everything 
since we were 8 years old.” 

This senior class is the first re- 
cruiting class that Sac State coach 
Lori Perez brought in when she 
officially became head coach in 
2014. | 

“If you look back at our team 
and look at our stats, when our se- 
nior class has produced, we have 
been very successful,” Perez said. 
“That speaks to their impact on 
the team and how influential they 
are on the team in terms of moti- 
vation and success.” 


Marissa Maligad 


Despite no captains being an- 
nounced this season, Perez said 
that Maligad, a communications 
major, was a leader throughout 
the year. 

“She is somebody who isn’t su- 
per vocal, but she stays on task,” 
Perez said. “She’s the kind of 
person at a practice that shows 
up, gets things set up, puts things 
away, make sure things are in or- 
der and done correctly.” 

Maligad, who has a career .240 
batting average with two home 
runs and 37 RBIs, said softball 
has helped her grow as a person 
in her everyday life by improving 
her time management skills. 


“T think a lot of girls look up to 
her in the sense that she is some- 
body who, numbers wise, isn’t 
getting all the accolades, but she 
does the little things,” Perez said. 
“T think (she’s) not looking for the 
praise because she just wants ev- 
eryone to do their job, act appro- 
priately, stay in line and don’t piss 
coach off.” 

Maligad — who transitioned 
from a shortstop to outfielder be- 
fore settling down at third base 
this season — said she hopes 
people remember her for being 
a good teammate and pushing 
others. 

“I think when I am working 
hard, Iam pushing my teammates 
to work hard and that’s my goal 
every day,” Maligad said. “It’s 
not only to improve my game or 
make myself better, but making 
my teammates better.” 

Maligad, who wants to go to 
graduate school to get a master’s 
degree in business to become a 
financial adviser, said ending her 
college career with Hinton and 
Matthias has great meaning for 
her since they have all been to- 
gether for a long time. 

“I never imagined being able 
to do this with them,” Maligad 
said. “They were on the first trav- 
el softball team I was ever on, so 
it’s such a big deal to be able to 
play with them for so long. ‘They 
have become my best friends and 
they are people I will obviously be 


friends with forever.” 
Celina Matthias 


Perez said Matthias, a journal- 
ism major who graduated from 
Pleasant Grove High School with 
Maligad, has matured a lot since 
coming in as a freshman. 

“She has always been kind of 
our goofy, silly one and that is still 
part of her personality,” Perez 
said. “She takes things a lot more 
seriously now. Her work ethic has 
improved and has grown in all 
areas.” 
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Left to right, Sacramento State senior second baseman Zamari Hinton, senior pitcher Celina Matthias and 
senior third baseman Marissa Maligad prepare to finish their collegiate careers together as Hornets. 


Matthias, who has a career 
3.03 ERA with 494 strikeouts in 
just under 644 innings pitched, 
said she has become more calm in 
stressful situations. 

“I like those clutch situations, 
but I know that if I get too ancy, 
it starts to teeter off and I get too 
excited,” Matthias said. “I know 
for my senior year versus my 
freshman year, I think I have real- 
ly calmed down, kind of take my 
deep breath and re-focus on what 
I need to do rather than think too 
much.” 

Matthias, who hopes to get 
into voice acting after college, said 
it’s special for her to be able to fin- 
ish her career with Maligad and 
Hinton. 

“T have been absolutely blessed 
to have both of them by my side 
for 12 years,” Matthias said. “It’s 
crazy that we have known each 
other since we were 8-10 years old 
and we’re still playing in college. 

“T don’t think a lot of collegiate 
athletes get to share that experi- 
ence with their best friends.” 


Zamari Hinton 


Similar to’ Maligad, Hinton 
was described as another leader 
that Perez said emerged this year. 

“(Hinton) finds the holes (in 
the field) and has a real, smooth 
swing and is very disciplined at 
the plate,” Perez said. “When I re- 
cruited her to come here, I stayed 
on her for a long time and I knew 
she would be able to hit for aver- 
age, bring speed to our lineup and 
be solid defensively.” 

Hinton — a Sheldon High 
School graduate — has a career 
.349 batting average with 56 RBIs 
and has only struck out 17 times, 
including zero strikeouts in her 
first 140 at-bats this season be- 
fore striking out this past weekend 
against the University of North 
Dakota. 

Earlier this year, Hinton tied 
a Sac State Division I program 
record with a 21-game hitting 
streak, which she described as val- 
idation for all of her hard work. 

“When I first came into my 
senior year, | wanted to build my 
legacy and having this hitting 


streak is me leaving my legacy 
and being in the record books,” 
Hinton said. 

Matthias said Hinton, who 
wants to go to graduate school to 
get a master’s degree in public ad- 
ministration after accomplishing 
her criminal justice bachelor’s de- 
gree, is a headstrong person. 

“You can’t tell Zamari how to 
be Zamari because that’s just how 
she is,’ Matthias said. “She makes 
a plan and she sticks to it. If you 
try to say ‘Well what about this or 
that?’, she’ll say ‘OK, I like that 
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suggestion. But mine is better. 

Perez said she thinks it was 
good for the program to have 
three players start and finish their 
careers after so many years of 
softball together. 

“I am trying to battle my own 
emotions with it since they have 
been with me for so long,” Perez 
said. “I have seen them grow and 
they have seen me grow. 

“It’s going to be emotion- 
al when they go (and) they'll be 
missed and they definitely have 
left a legacy.” 
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HORNETS WIN 
FINAL HOME 
SERIES OVER 
NORTH DAKOTA 


Softball team moves into 
tie for first place in Big Sky 











Alex Daniels 
@DanielsAlex_ 





The Sacramento State softball team won two out of 
three games against the University of North Dakota over 
the weekend to move into a tie for first place in the Big Sky 
Conference. 

The Hornets (27-16, 12-6 Big Sky) had a home run 
in game two and three from sophomore outfielder Suzy 
Brookshire. Senior pitcher Celina Matthias threw two 
complete games, one of which was on senior day in game 
three when she gave up only one run. 

Sac State will finish its regular season against Cal on 
Wednesday in Berkeley at Levine-Fricke Field and against 
the University of Montana in Missoula on Friday and Sat- 
urday at Grizzly Softball Field. 
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Sacramento State sophomore outfielder Suzy Brookshire, right, celebrates with coach Lori Perez, left, after hitting a home 


run against the University of North Dakota at Shea Stadium on Saturday, April 28, 2018. The Hornets defeated North 
Dakota 4-1. 
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Above: The Sacramento State softball team celebrates with sophomore outfielder Suzy Brookshire, 
right, after she hit a home run against the University of North Dakota at Shea Stadium on Saturday, 
April 28, 2018. The Hornets defeated North Dakota 4-1. 


Left: Sacramento State junior shortstop Sydney Rasmussen prepares to catch the ball as University 
of North Dakota sophomore third baseman Victoria Minor slides in safely at second base during 
a steal attempt at Shea Stadium on Friday, April 27, 2018. The Hornets lost to North Dakota 1-0. 
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SPORTS 2 
Sac State schedule highl 





Football 
team opens 


season on 
Sept. 1 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 





The Sacramento State football 
schedule includes a trip to com- 
pete against San Diego State on 
Sept. 8, five home games and a 
short trip across the Yolo Cause- 
way to close out the regular sea- 
son against UC Davis on Nov. 17. 

The Hornets (7-4, 6-2 Big Sky 
Conference) finished last season 
with the most wins since 2014 
and will open the year against the 
University of St. Francis at home 
on Sept. 1. St. Francis — which 
is located in Joliet, Illinois — is a 
National Association of Intercol- 
legiate Athletics school that went 
5-5 last season. 

Sac State will then head on the 
road for three consecutive weeks 
that will start with what could be 
its toughest test of the season, a 
game at San Diego State on Sept. 
8. The Aztecs went 10-3 last sea- 
son and were ranked as high as 
No. 19 in the nation with wins 
against Stanford and Arizona 
State. 

“It starts with how we pre- 
pare,” said senior safety Mister 
Harriel. “Win or lose, we control 
how far we go. It’s no test to us, 
it’s just another game.” 

From there, Sac State will take 
on the University of Northern 
Colorado in a_ non-conference 
matchup before opening up Big 
Sky play at Montana on Sept. 22. 
It will be the first of eight confer- 
ence games for the Hornets. 

Following a bye week, Sac 
State will host Cal Poly in its con- 
ference opener on Oct. 6. The 


FOOTBALL 
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ighted with matchup versus Aztecs 
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Sacramento State freshman running back BJ Perkinson sprints away from a UC Davis defender in a 52-47 win during the 64th annual Causeway 
Classic at Hornet Stadium on Saturday, Nov. 18, 2017. The Hornets will kick off next season at home against the University of St. Francis on Sept. 1. 


Mustangs won just one game all 
of last season and lost 49-14 to 
the Hornets at home. 

Three of Sac State’s next five 
games will then be against teams 
that qualified for the Football 
Championship Subdivision play- 
offs a season ago. 

On Oct. 13, Sac State travels 
to take on Southern Utah Uni- 
versity, which finished last season 
ranked No. 14 in the nation. On 
Nov. 3, the team plays a Weber 
State team that reached the FCS 
semifinals and finished No. 5 in 
the nation. The following week, 
the Hornets host Northern Ari- 
zona University, which lost in the 
first round of the FCS playoffs. 

“We play our best football later 
in the season, so they'll be great 
tests,” said senior linebacker Mal- 


colm ‘Thomas, “We’ve been work- 


ing extremely hard and the most 
important thing is that we believe 
in each other and love each other. 

“Pm definitely excited for 
those games at that point of the 
season. We have a great senior 
class coming back with a lot of 
talented underclassmen.” 

Sac State will cap off the sea- 
son on Nov. 17 at UC Davis which 
the Hornets defeated 52-47 in last 
season’s Causeway Classic. 
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FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


SEPTEMBER 

1 - St. Francis (IL) 

8 - at San Diego State 

15 - at Northern Colorado 
22 - at Montana 
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FORMER MVP HAS EYES ON MEDIA CAREER 


Kurtz prepares for post-volleyball life with Bleacher Report internship 


Thomas Frey 
@ ThomasFreyRP 





Nearly eight years ago, Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma quarterback 
Sam Bradford walked across the 
stage at Radio City Music Hall to 
shake NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell’s hand after being chosen 
as the No. | overall pick of the 
St. Louis Rams in the 2010 NFL 
Draft. 

Kennedy Kurtz — who won 
Big Sky Conference Most Valu- 
able Player as a senior this past 
fall for the Sacramento State vol- 
leyball team — was just 13 years 
old and watched Bradford on ‘TV 
from her home nearly 2,500 miles 
away in lucson, Arizona. Experts 
then began to dissect every intra- 
cy of Bradford and every player 
who followed behind him. 

Kurtz began to imagine her- 
self in a role like that and she said 
she fell in love with the magic that 
the NFL Draft brings. 

Kurtz 


lyze potential draft picks for her 


who now helps ana- 


internship with the Stick to Foot- 
ball podcast run by Matt Miller 
of Bleacher Report — said that 
she wants to eventually work as a 
sideline reporter and has had this 
desire ever since she saw them at 
NFL games while she watched 
Donovan McNabb sling touch- 
down passes to ‘lerrell Owens 
with her dad as kid. 

“l’d been following sports my 
whole life,” Kurtz said. “We were 
in the car one day and my mom 
said ‘what do you want to do?’ 
and I said, ‘I want to be a sports 
reporter.’ 

“I was one of those people 
who knew what they wanted to 
do in sixth grade and most people 
changed their major, but I haven’t 
changed what I’ve wanted to do 
in eight years.” 

Kurtz comes from an athletic 
family. Her father played basket- 
ball at East Central University in 
Oklahoma*and her mother*Noel 


ran track at the University of 
Arizona. 

Growing up, Kurtz played 
volleyball and ran track while 
keeping tabs on what her favorite 
teams were doing. She watched 
every football basketball 
game she could with a special in- 
terest in the University of Okla- 
homa football program on Satur- 
days and the Philadelphia Eagles 
on Sundays. 


and 


Kurtz not only watched those 
games because she loved football, 
but also because she could used 
them to learn. She watched in- 
tently when Erin Andrews or Sage 
Steele would report from the field 
or the studio and said she wants to 
model what she does after them. 

While she was already prepar- 
ing for a career in media, Kurtz’ 
athletic career was beginning to 
blossom. 

In track, Kurtz won an Ari- 
zona state championship in the 
4x400 relay in 2012 as a sopho- 
more while also finishing as state 
runner-up in 2013 and 2014. In 
volleyball, she helped lead her 
team to three consecutive trips to 
the state semifinals and did every- 
thing for her team. 

In her senior year of high 
school, she was ranked in the top 
three on the team in kills (third), 
service aces (first), digs (second) 
and assists (third). Until that year, 
she had never really been a setter 
except in club, and in her junior 
year, she finished with 11 assists 
compared to 116 as a senior. 

This quick transition to pass- 
ing the ball seemed to impress Sac 
State, which offered her a scholar- 
ship as a setter. 

“Her junior year she jumped 
on our radar,” said Sac State 
coach Ruben Volta. “I liked her 
a lot and I liked her competitive- 
ness. Especially her quickness, she 
is really fast. 

“I had a good idea that she 
would come in and compete for 
that spot and she did, she started 
every “match™ her* freshmarr year 


for us.” 

When Kurtz arrived on cam- 
pus at Sac State, she began look- 
ing for internships. She saw one 
that Miller had posted and im- 
mediately applied. The only issue 
was that it required its applicants 
be at least 21 years old. 

Miller couldn’t select her for 
the Bleacher Report internship 
until she turned 21, but he rou- 
tinely checked in to help prepare 
her for when she was eligible to 
start. 

While Kurtz waited for her op- 
portunity, she did some reporting 
with the University’s athletics de- 
partment, where she interviewed 
athletes for video recaps. 

She also excelled in volleyball 
as a passer. After never having 
more then 11 assists entering her 
senior year of high school, she 
had 1,154 in her freshman sea- 
son, when she was fourth place in 
the Big Sky Conference. 

In her sophomore and junior 
seasons, she led the conference 
in assists. hen, in her senior sea- 
son, she not only led the nation 
in assists, but she also got to step 
behind the microphone and be a 
part of the Stick to Football pod- 
cast on Bleacher Report. 

As an intern, her job is to make 
sure the show runs smoothly, to 
look through fan questions that 
get asked on the show and to offer 
input on topics. 

The podcast analyzes college 
prospects in depth who are getting 
ready for the NFL Draft, which 
was in full swing from Thursday 
to Sunday. 

Kurtz took advantage of op- 
portunities when they arose. She 
went to the Senior Bowl this year 
to work for the two days of prac- 
tice prior to the game as prospects 
worked out and played in front 
of scouts from every NFL team. 
While there, the Stick to Football 
podcast had live shows that she 
was on. 

Prospects appeared as guests 


and she interviewedtop prospects 
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Sacramento State senior setter Kennedy Kurtz sets the ball fora teammate 
against Portland State at Colberg Court in the Nest on Saturday, Nov. 5, 
2016. Kurtz won Big Sky Conference volleyball MVP while preparing for 


her future in media. 


including University of Wyoming 
quarterback Josh Allen and Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma quarterback 
Baker Mayfield. 

As the NFL Draft got closer, 
Kurtz followed what was going on 
very closely and tweeted out what 
she thought would happen at the 
draft. 

“Tt’s a lot of hours each week,” 
Kurtz said. “You just have to stay 
so up to date with all of the big 
boards, how prospects are mov- 


‘ing’up, how prospects are moving 


down, which prospects are on the 
radar. It’s so much opinion and 
it’s so much intel. For me, I don’t 
necessarily have insider buzz, but 
my boss does.” 

Fittingly enough, during her 
first time covering the draft, May- 
field became the first Oklahoma 
Sooner to walk the stage as the 
No. 1 overall pick since Brad- 
ford did in the first draft she ever 
watched. 
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01. CHICO 


The National Yo-Yo Museum is home to yo-yo memorabilia and a 256-pound wooden 
yo-yo. Admission is free. If museums are your thing, but not necessarily giant yo-yo 
museums, the Bidwell Mansion State Historic Park features a three-story Victorian 
house and 50-minute tours. Tickets are $6 for adults. If craft beer is your thing, Chico 
is the place for you. Chico is home to at least six restaurant bars — including Wood- 
stock’s Pizza and The Banshee — with craft beer on tap. 


02. SOUTH LAKE TAHOE 


lf you want to lie on a sandy beach with beautiful mountains as your view, South 
Lake Tahoe is the place for you. There are several beaches to choose from, with prices 
varying from free entry to around $10 a car. You can also rent a kayak or a paddle- 
board for $25 per hour. Full-day rentals are also available. 


The term Wine Country may induce the feeling of a light wallet and a palate for 
cheap wine, but doing a little research can help in locating more affordable wine 
tasting experiences. The Wine Foundry, $25 for flight of four wines, and Andretti Win- 
ery, $30 for flight of five wines, are among those that will fulfill your wine craving and 
offer that pretty Instagram post without draining your wallet. 


04. SANTA CRUZ 


Boardwalk rides and fair-style food are found at the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk 
Amusement Park where unlimited ride wristbands can be purchased for $39.95 plus 
tax. 


There are at least 18 beaches to choose from when visiting San Francisco. Baker Beach 
and China Beach have great views of the Golden Gate Bridge — and free parking. 
Consider a walk through Chinatown, and peer into the countless shops and restau- 
rants. It’s likely you will want to pick up a souvenir and grab a bite to eat, so bring 
some cash. If you're looking for a fresh change from the Sacramento Zoo, general 
admission to the San Francisco Zoo costs just $20. 
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STORYTELLING SERIES KICKS OFF 


SAC STATE AFFILIATED EVENT WAS CULMINATION OF A THREE-WEEK WORKSHOP SERIES 


Will Coburn 
@ WillHearYou 


Six speakers from the Sacra- 
mento community told real-life 
stories at Capital Storytelling, an 
event organized by Sacramen- 
to State and hosted at the Verge 
Center for the Arts. 

The event, held on April 26, 
was the culmination of a three- 
Sac 
State, where the speakers honed 


week workshop series at 


stories into  fully-developed 
performances. 

Professor Lisa Cantrell coor- 
dinated the workshops, the per- 
formance, deaf interpretation for 
each story, and plans to make this 
a quarterly event in Sacramento. 

The second workshop series 
starts in September, with another 
live performance planned in the 
fall. 

All six speakers said the work- 
shops were beneficial to them. 

One of the performers, Sha- 
hera Hyatt, is a Sac State alumna 
who graduated with her master’s 
degree in social work. 

Hyatt described her experi- 
ence with the workshops. 

“I probably came in with three 
or four minutes of a story, and 
the group asked me questions 
they were interested in, told me 
what they wanted to know more 
about, and just by talking out loud 
I was able to find parallels in the 
story that I had never considered 
before,” she said. “So (the work- 
shop) really helped me to develop 
my narrative.” 

Another one of the perform- 
ers, Barbara Munn, is a geology 
professor at Sac State. She said 
the workshops were an amazing 
experience. 

“When you do it you feel like 
youre being listened to, complete- 
ly listened to, and it also leads you 
to examine how moments in your 
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Shahera Hyatt, the director of the California Homeless Youth Project and a Sacramento State alumna, speaks at Capital Storytelling on Thursday, 
April 26, 2018. Capital Storytelling is an event co-sponsored by the University and The Verge Center for the Arts. 


life —- what they really mean to 
you,” Munn said. 

Suzi Byrd, an administrative 
support coordinator for the de- 
partment of public policy and ad- 
ministration at Sac State, was also 
a speaker at the event. 

Byrd said she was “double un- 
comfortable” the day of her per- 
formance, because her discomfort 
with public speaking was com- 
pounded by her choice to choose 
a deeply emotional story. 

She said she compensated by 


preparing for the event and bring- 
ing her support network. 

“I practiced tonight, and I 
have my family with me,” Byrd 
said. “I brought my village with 
me.” 

Kevin McLean, a postdoctor- 
al scholar at UC Davis studying 
anthropology, decided to tell the 
story of the first research trip he 
took to a remote location. 

“When it’s stories about your 
own life, you kind of have -to 
think back, and think about What 


you got out of it and what you 
learned, ‘cause that stuffs not al- 
ways clear in the moment,” Mc- 
Lean said in an interview. 

McLean said the group came 
into the workshop with the base 
nugget of a story, but from there 
he said it took “extra thinking and 
digging to figure out what exactly 
we learned” out of each of their 
experiences. 

Cantrell, _ who. organized 
the event, said there’s only one 


~Chatige she'll’ be making for the 


next event. 

“I’m not gonna host it next 
time,” she said. 

Cantrell said she would rath- 
er help other people get on stage 
than go on stage herself. 

“What I really love is that some 
of the storytellers tonight emailed 
me saying, ‘I’m so nervous,’ and 
I'd be like, “Don’t be nervous, 
you've practiced your story like 
20 times.’ ” 
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ways to de-stress before finals 


Finals are coming fast and it’s probably safe to say that just about everyone is stressed out. Exams, pa- 
pers, presentations and projects are just a few of the many factors that continue to make us want to rip 
out our hair during finals week. So, before your stress levels go through the roof, here are five ways to 
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enjoy life and combat those finals fears at the same time. 
By Storm Ray and Alexis Roberts 


Did you know that The WELL offers 40 different types of fitness classes, most of which are now free for 
students? These classes include yoga, boot camp and cycling. Whether you want to hit the weights hard 
or just have a relaxing morning stretch, fitness classes at The WELL are the way to go. 


Sacramento State is located right next to the river, so why not check it out? The American River Bike Trail 
has beautiful scenery, especially near the Guy West Bridge. Whether you need somewhere to think of a 
solution to a problem, a place to spark new ideas, or a simple getaway — the American River Bike Trail 
is the place to be. Put on your active clothes, plug in your headphones, and just walk. Make sure to stay 
off of social media, and don’t respond to any text messages for at least 10 minutes of your walk. 


Finals can be a big stressor for many college students, but you don’t have to stress alone. Forming a 
study group can help ease your mind during the time of finals. There’s a pretty good chance that your 
classmates are going through some of the same class struggles as you, and studying together can bea 
big help. 


Avoidance isn’t the best way to cope with finals, but everything in moderation, right? Whether you're in the 
mood for something scary, funny or just anything with Ryan Gosling — it’s essential to take some time to 
forget about the hustle and bustle of school. Turn your phone off and focus on the movie, the plot, and the 
characters. Go to the grocery store, pick up a flavor of ice cream that you've never tried before, and eat it out 
of the carton. It’s OK, it can be our little secret. After all— sometimes you gotta treat yo’ self! 


Looking for somewhere to kick back and relax on campus? Look no further than the University Union’ 
own Terminal Lounge. Exclusive to Sac State students, the Terminal Lounge is a great place to take a 
break and chill before a hectic week of finals. Located on the second floor of the University Union, this 
laid-back lounge spot has it all. With video games, private listening rooms, board games, and more, this 
is one of the best resting spots on campus. You can even check out a karaoke machine. 








Jose Gaglianone 
@jozescala_29 





“Avengers: Infinity War” per- 
fectly illustrates how a large cast 
makes storytelling problematic. 
Still, the movie featured an im- 
pressive performance by josh 
Brolin and contained plenty of 
comic relief. 

In the latest installment of the 
Marvel cinematic universe, su- 
perheroes from throughout the 
Marvel universe team up in an 
attempt to defeat a powerful be- 
ing, Thanos (Josh Brolin), before 
he can retrieve all of the Infinity 
Stones. 

Brolin delivers the strongest 
performance in ‘Infinity War.’ 
Brolin fits the role of ‘Thanos well, 
with his larger-than-life persona. 

Every time there is a scene 
involving Thanos, Brolin brings 
a sense of uneasiness, because 
he convinces the audience that 
his character is capable of doing 
anything. 

Thanos is, after all, one of the 
most powerful characters in the 
Marvel universe. 

Directors Anthony Russo and 
Joe Russo were tasked with put- 
ting all of the superheroes’ stories 
together. 

The directors found a way 
to develop the plot by alternat- 
ing between storylines for each 
superhero. 

In the first scene, Thanos takes 
over Thor’s (Chris Hemsworth) 
ship to retrieve the space stone. 
After that, Iron Man (Robert 
Downey Jr.) meets Doctor Strange 
(Benedict Cumberbatch). 

The rest of the movie switches 
between battle scenes fought by 
superheroes on earth and scenes 


of them fighting in space. 
‘The switching between scenes 
to view 


happening 


allows the audience 


multiple storylines 
simultaneously. 

However, Anthony Russo 
and Joe Russo neglected to give 
some of the characters significant 
screen time. 


like War 
Machine and Falcon had barely 


Minor characters 


any lines at all and were mostly 
seen during battle sequences. 

like Captain 
America and Black Panther, 


Superheroes 


who have had their own fran- 
chise movies, also had their roles 
reduced. 

‘There were many other char- 
acters, like Bucky and Black Wid- 
ow, who had minor roles as well. 

With a run time of 2 hours 
and 39 minutes, the directors 
surely could have found a way to 
give these characters more lines. 

They at least should have giv- 
en Captain America and Black 
Panther bigger roles. ‘The two 
were essentially just used as a plot 
device in Vision’s storyline. 

Captain America and Black 
Panther simply protect Vision, in 
an effort to prevent ‘Thanos from 
getting the Vision Stone. 

Despite the flaw in storytelling, 
the directors were at least able to 
provide comic relief. 

Some of the actors delivered 
terrific one-liners. 

The funniest part of the mov- 
ie is probably when the Guard- 
ians of the Galaxy meet up with 
Thor, after his ship is blown up by 
‘Thanos. 

The find the 
wrecked ship and Thor floating 


Guardians 


in space, before he slams slams 
into their windshield. They bring 
Thor inside their ship, where they 


examine him. 

Peter Quill (Chris Pratt)’ asks, 
“How is this dude still alive?” and 
Drax (Dave Bautista) responds: 
“He’s not a dude. You’re a dude. 
This is a man. A handsome, mus- 
cular man.” 

Another funny moment is 
when Okoye says to Black Panter, 
“When you said you were go- 
ing to open Wakanda to the rest 
of the world, this is not what I 
imagined.” 

“What did you 
Black Panther replies. 


imagine?” 


“The Olympics, maybe even a 
Starbucks.” 

Even with the comic relief, 
“Infinity War” takes a dark turn 
toward the end of the movie, 
when Thanos achieves his goal of 
obtaining all the Infinity Stones. 

Thanos has good intentions, 
because he wants to end hunger 
caused by limited resources and 
overpopulation. But he has a 
flawed view of the world. He kills 
half of the galaxy’s population 
with a snap of a finger, in order 
to make his vision of ending over- 
population come true. 

The Avengers turn to dust and 
vanish. The only superheroes left 
are Captain America, Iron Man, 
Thor, Hulk, War Machine, Neb- 
ula, Rocket, Black Widow, Okoye 
and M’Baku. 

It’s a mystery why Marvel de- 
cided to kill off Black Panther, 
most of the Guardians of the 
Galaxy, and Spiderman, because 
they are arguably the most inter- 
esting characters of the Marvel 
Universe. Black Panther had only 
one movie and now he is dead. 

We will have to wait and see 
what happens in the next Aveng- 
ers movie, to see what Marvel has 
in store. 


REVIEW: ‘INFINITY WAR’ PACKS A PUNCH 


THOUGH FUN, FILM SUFFERS FROM STORYTELLING PROBLEMS, LARGE CAST 





Photo courtesy of Marvel Studios 


‘Avengers: Infinity War’ was released on April 26, 2018. It is the 19th 
installment of the Marvel Cinematic Universe. 
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This water fountain, like many others, was shut down last spring after tests showed it has elevated levels of lead. 


University can't just do bare minimum for students 
HEALTH, SAFETY AND TRANSPARENCY ARE ALL AREAS IN NEED OF IMPROVEMENT FOR SAC STATE 


Over and over (and over and 
over), different branches of Sac- 
ramento State’s leadership have 
done the bare minimum to serve 
the students who justify the Uni- 
versity’s existence. 

Sometimes, they don’t even do 
the bare minimum. 

A state audit of the health and 
safety practices at Sac State found 
that the University — as well as 
other CSUs — has not provided 
acceptable safety measures for stu- 
dents and employees working with 
unsafe chemicals. 

The audit found that the four 
campuses that were reviewed “did 
not consistently comply with re- 
quirements related to the oversight 
of health and safety policies, train- 
ing, and the inspection of labora- 
tory safety equipment.” 


The results of this audit have 
been anticipated since last June, 
when it was requested by four 
state legislators citing a “disturbing 
trend” of dangers to the health and 
safety of students and employees. 

These disturbing trends, as 
applicable to Sac State, include 
a chemical spill in 2016 and the 
questionable method of chemical 
storage on campus, which multiple 
Sac State employees now claim 
left them with health problems, in- 
cluding compromised fertility. 

These claims are now the sub- 
ject of an ongoing lawsuit against 
the University. 

In the time between the health 
and safety audit’s beginning and 
the final report, the Sacramen- 
to County Environmental Man- 
agement Department discovered 


three major health code violations 
among a total of 14 violations on 
Feb. 16 while performing an ofh- 
cial health inspection of ‘The Serv- 
ery at the Dining Commons at Sac 
State. 
The 


were related to food being in 


three major violations 


the “temperature danger zone,” 
not recording how long certain 
foods had been out and improper 
sanitation. 

Another data point in this trend 
is the fact that the school did not 
publicize the presence of lead 
above state and federal standards 
in school drinking water for 10 
months. 

State Hornet reporting last 
spring showed the gap, as well as 
highlighting a public disagreement 
on the treatment of the lead issue 


between Sac State and the Uni- 
versity’s foremost expert on toxi- 
cology, environmental department 
chair and Ph.D.-holding professor 
Jeffery Foran. 

Outside of the realm of health 
and safety, the Sac State women’s 
and men’s tennis programs are 
now under three years of proba- 
tion through April 18, 2021 after 
an NCAA report cited numerous 
infractions involving the Universi- 
ty, former players, coaches and the 
director of tennis. 

We’ve written much in the past 
about how the CSU is ill-equipped 
to handle the changing landscapes 
of higher education with a budget 
that is always putting more strain 
on student tuition as state dollars 
evaporate in proportion to how 
many students enroll. 


But if 


to increase four-year graduation 


administrators want 


rates, asking students already 
struggling to pay for school, rent, 
food and life to take 15 units a 
semester no matter what and 
succeed no matter what, students 
should in turn be able to ask loud- 
ly and aggressively why Sac State 
and the CSUs can’t quit struggling 
to do the things they’re required to 
do, let alone improve on them. 

Students and employees need 
to know they are supported by 
adequate facilities and resources 
during their education or profes- 
sion, especially in hands-on fields 
like chemistry. 

Your university asks a lot of 
you. Don’t be afraid to ask a lot — 
or at least the bare minimum — of 


it in return. 


www.StateHornet.com 





Stop pretending to love the Warriors 


OP-ED 


Qakiand’s home team is making history, but the 
bandwagon fans are ruining it for everybody else 


Oscar Rzodkiewicz 
@ OscarRzod 





As the 2018 NBA playoffs 
continue, a group of hibernating 
Golden State Warriors fans are 
climbing out of their caves and 
back online to voice their trite- 
ly-exaggerated support for Steph 
Curry and friends. 

Feel free to keep sleeping this 
year. 

I was born and raised in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, so the Steel- 
ers, Pirates and Penguins are my 
teams. After three Super Bowl 
appearances in seven years, back- 
to-back Stanley Cups, and 20 
straight losing baseball seasons, 
the difference between a band- 
wagon fan and a true die-hard 
becomes obvious. 

With many Sac State students 
coming from the Bay Area and 
the recent success of the NBA 
team that calls Oakland home, 
it’s not surprising to see as many 
Dubs fans as I do, and there’s 
nothing wrong with backing the 
team from your region or the team 
you ve rooted for your whole life. 

I just ask that you do it all the 
time instead of pretending that’s 
the case. 


Ll understand it can be difficult 


to stay loyal to a professional team 
that continuously makes you feel 
like you’re wasting your time and 
words of encouragement — yes, 
I’m looking at you, Kings. 


But does integrity mean 
nothing? 
The levity of professional 


sports becomes lost on many on- 
lookers, and it doesn’t surprise 
me that many feel madequate 
rooting for a team that’s less than 
amazing. But what do you serve to 
gain from pretending to love the 
winners? 

The team gets the trophy. You 


just get false satisfaction. 
i o 


There’s nothing wrong with 
respecting Golden State’s talent. 
The way the Warriors effectively 
checkmated old-school basketball 
strategies and introduced a new 
wave of manipulating defenses re- 
mains impressive, but recognizing 
that does not back-up the “#Dub- 
Nation” in your ‘Twitter profile. 

The 


bandwagon disease are the real 


real sufferers from the 
Golden State Warriors fans: the 
ones who saw the torch pass when 
the former All-Star David Lee got 
formally benched for Draymond 
Green. 

And the ones that had to de- 
fend taking the undersized, posi- 
tionless guard from the tiny Da- 





vidson College. 

And, dare I say, the ones that 
actually got to celebrate when 
Baron Davis and Stephen Jackson 
— that’s STEVE-n, for the record 

overwhelmed Dirk Nowitzki 
and the one-seeded Mavericks 
over a decade ago. 

‘The real ones who put in the 
time, waiting for this stretch of ex- 
cellence to hit have to watch you 
cut to the front of the line. 

In all sports, competitive na- 
ture creates the beautiful mo- 
ments of joy, passion, heartbreak 
that 


crowds. For spectators, it is that 


and dedication draws in 


same fire that lets us connect with 
the teams we’re rooting for and 


juxtapose ourselves from every- 


body else. 

If you’re just hopping on Steve 
Kerr’s coattails because you want 
to see a win and have no clue who 
Andris Biedrins is, you’re under- 
mining the purpose of rooting for 
a specific team. 

Most of the pseudo-fans will 
likely keep up the facade until 
the reigning NBA champions are 
dethroned, subsequently aban- 
doning ship, but I ask for a much 
simpler future. 

Your basketball fandom sins 
will be forgiven if you merely con- 
tinue to follow, but really follow, 
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Photo courtesy of Keith Allison / Pixabay 


Steph Curry and Draymond Green of the Golden State Warriors come 
onto the floor of Capital One Arena in Washington, D.C. on Feb. 
28, 2017. Curry, Green and the rest of the Warriors have built up a 
substantial bandwagon fan base with their success. 


the Warriors after they inevitably 
fall from stardom. 

If it took unprecedented domi- 
nation by Golden State to get you 
into the world of the NBA, that’s 
cool with me. But there’s a lot 
more fun to be had than just cel- 


HEY SAC STATE! 


ebrating victory in this domain. 
Pull up a chair and stick around 
for a while. 

If you’re only here for the 
bragging rights, though, go back ~ 
to sleep. 


Now that you've heard our opinion, let us know what you think! Send letters 
to the editor to editor@statehornet.com or submit them in-person at Del Norte 
Hall, room 1006. Letters must be signed and may be edited for length and 


clarity. Use the hashtag #SacStateSays to weigh in on social media! 
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